Preface

ceeded in my main, or subsidiary aims., I am fully
aware, but the difficulties of the question will
perhaps be accepted as a sufficient excuse.

In closing, I wish to acknowledge my in-
debtedness to those numerous editors and
authors of works of recent date, to whom refer-
ence is made in the body of the essay, or in foot-
notes. I owe most to the admirable publications
of the Hakluyt Society, without the aid of
which, it is not too much to say, a work on such
a subject as that of the present essay would
demand the labour of years, rather than of
months, and could be attempted by no one
who was not a master of at least nine or ten
entirely different languages.
- The College, Llandovery^ 1908.
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